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SUBJECT: DEMARCHE TO GOZ ON REPORMS 
REF: STATE 149302 (NOTAL) 

1 . 1 BELIEVE EVENTS SINCE JUNE 5 PARIS MEETING MAKE CLEAR THAT 
THE PRENCH REMAIN THE CHIEF OBSTACLE TO OUR PROCEEDING WITH 
A JOINT DEMARCHE TO MOBUTU. FRENCH AMBASSADOR ROSS STILL CLAIMS 
HE HAS NOT RECEIVED A SINGLE INSTRUCTION FROM PARIS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN OUR PREPARATORY EFPORTS HERE. THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT HE IS 
ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO APPROACHING MOBUTU IN THIS PASHION AND THAT 
HE WILL CONTINUE TO RECOMMEND TO PARIS THAT THE GOP NOT JOIN US 
IN DOING SO. AS I HAVE STATED BEPORE, TO GET THIS OFP THE GROUND 
WE WILL HAVE TO PUSH THE PRENCH VERY HARD AT A HIGH LEVEL; HOPEPULLY 
THE SECRETARY WILL SUCCEED IN DOING SO AT THE JUNE 14 QUADRIPARTITE 
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MEETING. 

2. LAST NIGHT AT DINNER POR EGYPTIAN POREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS GHALI 

1 HAD OCCASION TO VERITY DIRECTLY WITH THE MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR 
HIS DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE FIVE MAKING A DEMARCHE AT THIS TIME. 

HE REPEATED WHAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY SAID TO ROSS: THAT, WHILE 
SHARING OUR DETERMINATION TO SEE REPORM, HE PEARED A DIRECT, COL- 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


LECTIVE APPROACH TO MOBUTU NOW WOULD RISK A POLITICAL EXPLOSION 
JUST AS MOROCCAN TROOPS ARE MOVING INTO SHABA. IN SEPARATE 
CONVERSATION, GHALI'S CABINET CHIEF MADE SIMILAR PITCH, URGING 
THAT MOBUTU BE GIVEN AT LEAST A FEW WEEKS TO "REGAIN HIS BREATH" 
BEFORE DONORS MOVE IN ON HIM WITH NEW DEMANDS. 

3. AS FOR MOBUTU HIMSELF, HE REAMINS IN GBADOLITE AND GOZ HAS 
SENT A NOTE TO ALL EMBASSIES STATING THAT ALL MEETINGS WITH 
THE PRESIDENT ARE SUSPENDED JUNE 10-16, DURING WHICH PERIOD, 

AND ONLY ON EXCEPTIONAL BASIS, THESE MEETINGS WILL BE HANDLED 
BY FIRST COMMISSIONER MPINGA. THIS IS UNUSUAL PROCEDURE, AND 
I BELIEVE ONE OF MAIN PURPOSES IS TO HEAD OFF JOINT 
DEMARCHE. OF COURSE, THIS DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT PARIS 
FIVE REPS WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO FLY UP TO GBADOLITE AND MAKE THEIR 
PITCH. (NOTEWORTHY, IN THIS CONNECTION, THAT EGYPTIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER, BEARING PERSONAL LETTER FROM SADAT, WAS AT LAST MINUTE 
ALLOWED TO VISIT PRESIDENT TODAY.) BUT IT DOES LOOK UNLIKELY THAT 
WE COULD GAIN ACCESS BEFORE NEXT SATURDAY AT THE EARLIEST. 

4. 1 HAVE BEEN DOING MY BEST TO KEEP MY COLLEAGUES' ATTENTION 
FOCUSED ON THE IDEA OF A JOINT DEMARCHE TO MOBUTU, ALTHOUGH 
IT IS OBVIOUS THAT IN ADDITION TO ROSS THE OTHERS HAVE SERIOUS 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS AND POSSIBLE ADVERSE 
POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF THIS COURSE OF ACTION. IF, AS SEEMS 
LIKELY, THE FRENCH CONTINUE TO HANG TOUGH, DEPARTMENT MIGHT WISH 
TO CONSIDER FALLBACKS. BELOW ARE SEVERAL PROCEDURAL VARIATIONS 
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ON HOW WE MIGHT APPROACH MOBUTU, LISTED IN ROUGHLY DESCENDING 
ORDER OF DESIRABILITY: 

A. STIFF AGREED MEMORANDUM, DELIVERED JOINTLY. 

B. MODIFIED (TO GAIN ACCEPTANCE OF 

FRENCH), AGREED MEMORANDUM DELIVERED JOINTLY. 

C. STIFF AGREED MEMORANDUM, DELIVERED ALONE BY FRENCH AMBAS- 
SADOR (AS DEAN) ON BEHALF OF PARIS FIVE. 

D. STIFF, IDENTICAL MEMORANDA DELIVERED SEPARATELY BY 
FIVE AMBASSADORS. 

E. MODIFIED, IDENTICAL MEMORANDA DELIVERED SEPARATELY BY 
FIVE AMBASSADORS. 

F. AGREED ORAL PRESENTATION, DELIVERED BY ONE OF FIVE 
AMBASSADORS (PRESUMABLY FRENCH) IN COMPANY OF OTHER FOUR. 

5. AS I READ THE FRENCH POSITION, WHAT THEY REALLY WANT TO AVOID IS 
PHYSICALLY BEING PART OF A GROUP APPROACH TO MOBUTU, BOTH BECAUSE 
THEY PREFER TO DO THIS KIND OF BUSINESS BILATERALLY AND BECAUSE 
THEY BELIEVE MOBUTU DOES TOO. WHILE OPTIONS A AND B MIGHT BE 
MOST DESIRABLE FOR US, OPTIONS C, D AND E MAY PROVE TO BE MOST 
NEGOTIABLE FROM STANDPOINT OF SATISFYING BOTH FRENCH DEMANDS AND 
OUR MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS. OPTION F WOULD SEEM TO FALL BELOW THOSE 
REQUIREMENTS. ALL OF ABOVE OPTIONS WOULD ENTAIL LETTERS FROM 
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CHIEFS OF STATE ENDORSING SUBSTANCE OF MEMORANDUM, DELIVERED 
FOLLOWING PRESENTATION OF MEMORANDUM. 

CUTLER 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION COORDINATED WITH S/S-0 - MR. SCOTT. 
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